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Reply
To the Editor,
We would like to thank Drs Mustafa Olguner and Feza M.
Akgqr for their comments concerning our article. It is well
known that steroids are commonly used in obstetric practice
to promote not only pulmonary maturity [1] but also
intestinal and other organ maturity [2,3]. A clear consensus
has not been reached between obstetricians and pediatric
surgeons on whether premature delivery is indicated in
fetuses with gastroschisis [4-6]. Besides, many fetuses with
gastroschisis are born prematurely for different reasons [7].
The aim in our study was to verify the morphometric
consequences of steroids administered prenatally in a well-
established gastroschisis model in mammals [8]. Our
discussion was driven by our results concerning steroid
administration in gastroschisis, and the results were com-
pared with similar articles with the same rat model using
different steroid concentrations [9].
We recognize the influence of meconium on intestinal
damage in gastroschisis in the same experimental model
[10] and agree with the results of Drs Olguner and Feza in
their many studies of amniotic fluid (AF) in their chicken
model. However, this was not our primary concern because
we were looking for the effects of prenatal steroid
administration and not the effects of AF compounds upon
the intestine in gastroschisis.
We also appreciated their clarifying comments about
amnioexchange and amnioinfusion, which have already been
pointed out in our article. Rather than discussing the
semantics of scientific nomenclature, we would like to focus
on the pharmacologic benefits of steroids. Moreover,
amnioexchange is a relatively new procedure not yet
established as routine in fetuses diagnosed with gastro-
schisis, especially because we do not know the adequate
volume of AF that should be exchanged, the prenatal use of
steroids, or the proper timing and duration of the treatment.
A randomized, controlled study is ongoing in the United
States, which will hopefully answer some of these questions.
Again, we thank them for their interest in our research
and hope we have sufficiently answered their concerns.
Sincerely,
Lourenc¸o Sbragia
Division of Pediatric Surgery and
Experimental Laboratory of Fetal Surgery
bMichael R. Harrison,Q School of Medical Sciences
State University of Campinas (UNICAMP)
Bara˜o Geraldo, Campinas-SP 13084-970, Brazil
E-mail address: sbragia@fcm.unicamp.br
doi:10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2006.05.070
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